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Agenda

 Updating the Community Oral Health Needs Assessment 

 What to include in your Needs Assessment

 Discuss Wins and Gaps with your colleagues

 Demonstration from California Health Interview Survey 
(CHIS)
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Pang Vang, MPH
Program Consultant for the 
Local Programs and Statewide 
Interventions Unit 

Office of Oral Health
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Updating the 
Community Oral 
Health Needs 
Assessment 
Objective 1, Activity 1.2, 
Work Plan 2022-2027

Office of Oral Health
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Needs Assessment Update
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Objective 1: Needs Assessment, CHIP, and 
Evaluation Plan

Assess and monitor social and 
other determinants of health, 
health status, health needs, and 
health care services available to 
local communities, with a 
special focus on underserved 
areas and vulnerable population 
groups



Needs Assessment Update7

Why Needs Assessment?

A community oral health assessment 
gives organizations comprehensive 
information about the community’s 
current oral health status, needs, and 
issues to develop a community health 
improvement plan by justifying how 
and where resources should be 
allocated to best meet community 
needs
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How to Do Needs Assessment?
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Needs Assessment
   7-Step (ASTDD)

Step 3
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Needs Assessment- Step 3

 Plan Needs Assessment 

a. Identify available oral health county-level data

b. Prioritize indicators for primary data collection 

c. Identify barriers to data collection 
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Needs Assessment- Step 3

Conduct 
Inventory of 

Available 
Data 

Prioritize 
Indicators

Select Data 
Collection 

Method
Identify 

Resources
Develop 

Workplan

Decide Based on Your Community Needs and Resources
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Needs Assessment- Step 3
• Identify available oral health data (Data 

Resources for Counties)
• Primary and Secondary data

Conduct 
Inventory of 

Available Data 

 Primary data (data your LOHP collects): 
- Surveys (questions available)  
- Focus groups/Key Informant Interviews

 Secondary data (data other people have 
collected)
- County-level data
- State-level data
-  National-level data



Domains and Indicators
Oral Health 
Outcomes

Dental Visits

Prevention

Access

Infrastructure

Dental 
Sealant

Preventive
Dental Visit

Caries 
Experience

Annual 
Dental 

Visit

Urgent 
Dental 

Treatment

Dental 
Insurance

Community 
Water 

Fluoridation

Which 
Indicators?

Needs Assessment Update

Prioritize 
Indicators

Tobacco 
cessation 
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Identify 
Resources



Which Data Collection System or Data Sources?

Needs Assessment Update

Data Collection System Variable/Indicator
Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment (KOHA) Demographics, Oral Health Examination Results, Dental Treatment 

Needs, Behaviors, Geographic Data

Third Grade Basic Screening Survey Dental Caries (Untreated and Treated), Urgency of Need for Dental 
Care, and Dental Sealants

Maternal and Infant Health Assessment (MIHA) Maternal Health, Pregnancy and Birth Outcomes, Socioeconomic and 
Environmental Factors, Health Disparities and Inequities

Health Care Access and Information (HCAI) California’s Healthcare Landscape: Facilities, Workforce, Affordability

Uniform Data System (UDS) (HRSA) Data from FQHCs, Performance Measures, Quality Improvement:

Department Of Health Care Services (DHCS) Demographics, Financial, Health, Utilization, Providers, Claims

California Health Interview Survey (CHIS) Demographics, Health Status and Conditions, Behaviors, Healthcare 
Access and Utilization, Health Disparities

California Cancer Registry (CR) Demographics, Cancer Incidence Data

California Regional Water Board (CRWB) Water Quality Monitoring, Environmental Protection, Public Outreach 
and Education
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Additional Data Sources
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Additional 
Data Sources
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Workforce 
Status
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Select Data 
Collection 

Method

Which Method to Use 
for Data Collection

Identify Data Collection Barriers
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Secondary 
Data Sources
Worksheet
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Secondary 
Data Sources
Worksheet
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Secondary 
Data Sources
Worksheet
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Secondary 
Data Sources
Worksheet
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Needs 
Assessment 
Action Plan 
Worksheet
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Priority Population
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Objective 1: Needs Assessment, CHIP, and 
Evaluation Plan
Assess and monitor social and 
other determinants of health, 
health status, health needs, and 
health care services available to 
local communities, with a 
special focus on underserved 
areas and vulnerable population 
groups



https://health.gov/healthypeople/prio
rity-areas/social-determinants-health

Social and community context

Economic stability

Education access and quality Healthcare access 
and quality

Neighborhood and built 
environment 

Needs Assessment Update
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Existing Policy
Affirmative Antiracist and Prohealth Action

 SB 682, Rubio. Childhood chronic health conditions: racial 
disparities (Law, 2022)
- To develop and implement a plan to reduce racial disparities in 

health outcomes for children by at least 50% by December 31, 2030
- Chronic health conditions impact up to one-third of California 

children and are those that last more than 12 months and are 
severe enough to create some limitations in usual activity.
 Criteria: Decrease in the number of missed school days due to dental 

problems for youth of color

https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/sites/g/files/tkssra861/f/wysiwyg/Bill%20Text%20-%20SB-
682%20Childhood%20chronic%20health%20conditions_%20racial%20disparities_.pdf
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Goal: 50% Reduction in Oral Health Disparities by 2030

2018-2019 Baseline Results from California 3rd Grade Smile Survey

By 2030: 
~25% Reduction

Needs Assessment Update
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State- and National-Level Data
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State-Level Data
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• Caries experience & Untreated caries 
• Community Water Fluoridation
• Preventive dental visit in children on Medi-Cal
• Children with dental sealant on a molar (6-9 years) 
• Tooth loss (National)
• Pregnant women with dental visits during pregnancy (Regional)
• People with diabetes who have at least an annual dental visit 
• Tobacco cessation counseling in dental offices 
• Oral and pharyngeal cancer detected at the earliest stage 
• Emergency Department visits (Non-Traumatic Dental Conditions)
• Number of  FQHCs providing dental services 
• Number of  dentists practicing in dental professional shortage areas

State-Level Data: California Oral Health Objectives 



Healthy People 2030 

National-Level 
Strategic Plan

Needs Assessment Update
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Healthy People 2030- Oral Health Objectives 
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Healthy People 2030- Oral Health Objectives 
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Healthy People 2030- Oral Health Objective #9 (OH-9) 
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Final Oral Health Needs 
Assessment Summary Report



Needs Assessment Update39

Oral Health Needs Assessment Summary Report

A Finalized Oral Health Needs 
Assessment Summary Report will:
1. Identify the essential resources 
that are already available within the 
community
2. Identify the essential resources 
missing
3. Determine how best to use, 
develop, or obtain those resources
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Table Activities

Needs Assessment Update
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1. Person who traveled the farthest to attend 
today will share first

2. Person on the right will be the group’s 
notetaker, move around the table clockwise

3. Each person will share: their name and 
LOHP

4. List indicators you would like to assess in 
your community

5. What Wins you had with your LOHP

6. What Challenges you have for your 
upcoming Needs Assessment

1: Farthest
 trip

Table Activities Note 
Taker

 Notetaker will add strategies to Mentimeter
 Choose a spokesperson: Share strategies 

with the larger group
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Mentimeter



List indicators 

of  interest to 

assess in your 

community

Needs Assessment Update



“
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What wins you had with your 
LOHP that you can highlight 

Needs Assessment Update



“
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What challenges you have with 
your upcoming Needs Assessment 



“
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Report & Discussion
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Thank you!
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