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AB 1433
California’s Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment
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Project Directors’ Meeting
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Topics

• Why?
• Nuts & Bolts
• Data collection and reporting
• CDA Resources
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Why?

• > 25% of California’s 
kindergartners = untreated decay; 
~9% = extensive decay

• ~1/2 million California children 
miss school annually due to 
dental problems 
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Fact

Left untreated, dental decay can become severe 
enough to require emergency room treatment, use 

of general anesthesia and hospital costs 
exceeding $20,000 
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Intent

• Raise awareness
• Connect children to dentists
• Encourage enrollment
• Maximize systems use
• Collect data
• Provide information
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Assessment requirement

Children entering 
public school for 
first time at K or 

1st grade

Basic screening 
to full 

examination

Within 12 months 
of school entry 

valid
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Letter of notification
• Requirement details
• Importance of primary 

teeth, oral health & 
healthy behavior tips

• Local resources for care

What goes home?

Reporting form
• Child’s personal 

information
• Basic screening survey: 
 caries experience
 untreated caries
 urgency

• Waiver and opt out 
provisions
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Data reporting 
Number of children who:

• are eligible

• returned assessment forms

• have experienced a dental caries

• have untreated decay 

• requested a waiver, broken down by reason
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SCOHR update project
• Develop and maintain a listserv for communication

• Offer phone and email support to schools 

• Develop a written user guide 

• Develop at least two web-based training videos for users

• Make available a report generator to pull and compare 
aggregate data

• Make data available to county and state 
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Public awareness campaign
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Contact

Gayle Mathe
916.554.4995
gayle.mathe@cda.org

mailto:gayle.mathe@cda.org
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Questions?
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