
2

Welcome back from break!

California Oral Health Technical Assistance Center (COHTAC)



Oral Health Summit / Session II 
Turn the Curve with the Kindergarten 
Oral Health Assessment (KOHA)
June 22, 2023

Presented by Katie Conklin, Myryah Leighty, Paula Lee, Laura Farneti, Bonnie Flippin, 

Laura Gallardo, Danika Ng, & Sayra Soriano 
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Agenda

▪ Troubleshooting KOHA

▪ Quality Improvement and Results-Based Accountability

▪ Consensus Building
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1 in 2 children entering Kindergarten have had tooth decay



More than a quarter have untreated tooth decay
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“Mommy, It Hurts to Chew” 
2004-2005 Report Highlights 

•Dental disease is the hidden epidemic of California’s school children. 

•Kids with severe decay are often in pain, can’t concentrate, miss school 

days, and get poor grades. 

•Poor children and children of color are much more likely to have tooth 

decay and suffer the consequences of untreated disease 

The start of the Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment 

Laws, Policies, and Programs
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Why Turn the Curve with KOHA?

LOHP
Local Oral Health 

Program
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Troubleshooting KOHA
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KOHA 
Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment 

▪ California Law (AB1433, 2007) to ensure children entering 

public school receive an oral health screening

Check readiness for school

Overall health 

Included in the Educational Code 49452.8
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KOHA 
Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment 

▪ California Law (AB1433, 2007) to ensure children entering 

public school receive an oral health screening

The goal of KOHA is to establish a dental home

for children entering Kindergarten
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KOHA
Schools Role Step #1

▪ Parent Letter ▪ Assessment/Waiver 
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KOHA 
Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment Program

1. School provides the parent or caregiver with the notification 

letter and assessment/waiver 

▪ The parent takes the assessment to their dentist to have completed

▪ The parent signs the waiver to not have the assessment completed

2. School hosts a free dental screening day to provide the oral 

health assessment to all eligible children

▪ Children identified are referred to a dental provider for follow-up care 
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KOHA 
Schools Role Step #2

▪ Assessment/Waiver ▪ Returned to School 
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KOHA 
Steps

▪ Who uploads the KOHA 

data into the state 

database? 

▪ Compiled at School, School 

District, and County Office 

of Education 
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KOHA Timeline

2007 2011 2015 2018 2018

AB 1433 SCOHR Dental Director LOHPs SB379

Law, Policy, and Programs
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KOHA & Quality Improvement Timeline

2019 2021 2022 2023 2023

RBA Pilots Lunch & Learn Turn the Curve Lunch & Learn 
RBA Learning 
Collaboratives 

Results-Based Accountability (RBA)
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SCOHR
(System of California Oral Health Reporting)

Database Report Monitor
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https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/RBA

LOHP
Local Oral Health 

Program
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Table Activity
10 minutes – QR code on the table

▪ Brainstorm with your table, 

- Choose one problem from the Mind Map to talk through your 

solutions - what can we do to overcome these barriers?

▪ California Department of Education

▪ OOH/COHTAC School Workgroup

▪ COHTAC

▪ OOH

▪ Others? 

▪ Select someone at your table to take notes
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Table Activity
10 minutes – QR code on the table

▪ Report out from your table using – Menti Poll

- Select 2 solutions from your table you would like to share with the 

larger group

Example looks like: 

https://www.menti.com

Code: 9875 3841

https://www.menti.com/blvqvmdcbo5s
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Parent Letter
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New KOHA Forms

Turn the Curve with KOHA
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New KOHA Forms

Turn the Curve with KOHA

All KOHA Forms are available 

on the COHTAC Website
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Next steps 

▪ KOHA & SCOHR One-Pager

- A living Document 

- COHTAC Website

https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/scohr
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Who can upload the data?
SCOHR Accounts email scohr@sjcoe.net

County 
Office of 

Education

School 
District

School 
Level

LOHP

scohr@sjcoe.net
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KOHA Communication
CDE & OOH

▪ Superintendent letter

- CDE Website

- Joint letter of support

- Informs of the Education Code 

- Passive consent 

- Absenteeism 

- Links to the assessment/SCOHR

https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr23ltr0419.asp
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KOHA Communication
CDE & OOH

▪ Superintendent letter

- COHTAC Website (oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu)
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School Dental Program Workgroup 

Turn the Curve with KOHA
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Quality Improvement
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Myryah, Shumaila, Gustavo, 
Shannon 
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Results-Based Accountability (RBA)

Turn the Curve with KOHA
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& growing, join! 
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RBA Learning Collaborative Journey 

RBA Lunch & 
Learn 

101 Training Intro Session

Bi-Weekly 
Learning 

Collaborative 
Sessions 

Turn-the-Curve 
Session

Ready for 2024  
School Year 
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Baseline Survey
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Baseline Survey
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Identify 
Priority 
Schools

Identify 
Dental 

Providers

Discuss 
Capacity and 

Timeline

Identify 
Materials 
Needed Agree 

on 
Plans
Y / N

Contact 
School 

Agencies 

Discuss Final 
Plans and Legal 
Considerations

Plan Schedule 
and Event 

Flow

Agree 
on 

Plans
Y/N

Agree 
on 

Plans
Y/N

Identify Any 
Additional 
Support

Conduct Event 
Training

Event 
Ready
Y / N

Conduct 
Screening 

Record Dental 
Findings

Separate out 
KOHA Eligible 

Findings

Obtain Findings 
and Record to 

SCHOR

Monitorin
g KOHA 
Increase

Marin County School-
Linked Screenings to 

Increase KOHA

Introduction of 
Screening plans 

with Office of Ed.

Approve to 
Move 

Forward
Y/N
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Identify 
Educatio

n 
Support

Identify # of 
Nursing 
Students 
Interns

Marin County Oral Health 
Education to Increase 

KOHA

Identify 
Dates of 
Clinical 

Internships

Confirm 
Dates 
and 

Student 
#

Y / N

Identify 
Priority 
Schools

Contact 
Schools with 

Dates

Schools select 
education 

date

Schools 
create 

teacher 
schedule

Host 
Onboard 

Training for 
Nurses

Interns create 
presentation

Create KOHA 
Reminder 
Packets

Distribute Schedule 
and Materials to 

Interns

In-Class 
Education 
Provided

Distribution of KOHA 
Packet to Teachers 

for Parents

Monitorin
g KOHA 
Increase

Confirm 
Dates 
and 

Student 
#

Y / N

Approve
d by 

Precept
or

Y / N

Approve
d by Oh 

Staff
Y / N
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Consensus Building
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“Consensus building is a process involving a good-

faith effort to meet the interests of all stakeholders 

and seek a unanimous agreement.”

Definition
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Consensus Building
Best Practices

1. A Conventional Problem-Solving Approach
2. Working with a Single-Text Document
3. A Visioning Approach

• “What do we have?”
• “What do we want?”
• “How do we get there?”
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Turn the Curve 
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KOHA Performance Measures

▪ % of School Districts 

Participating in KOHA

▪ % of Children with KOHA
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Partnerships
Menti time 

Who are your three primary partners
that help you with KOHA?

https://www.menti.com

Code: 9875 3841

https://www.menti.com/blvqvmdcbo5s
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SWOT Analysis
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Action Plan 
Who does what, by when? 

Intervention
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Turn the Curve Thinking





6%

44%

Oral Health
Program

22%

School Readiness facts

Schools w ith the highest
percentage of students on

Free and Reduced Meal Plans
(FRMP) had a higher

percentage of students w ith
caries and visible decay

versus schools w ith 
a low er percentage.

No. of Students
Screened

V isible Decay
Present

Needed
Urgent Care 

W hat is it?

To make sure your child is

ready for school, California

law  requires that children

have a dental check-up by

May 31 in either kindergarten

or first grade, w hichever is

their first year in public school.

Riverside University Health System | Public Health | Oral Health Program  (ruhealth.org)

6,162

W hy is it important?

Poor oral health can affect a

child's attendance, grades

and overall performance in

school. The KOHA helps

ensure children are healthy

and ready for a successful

school year.

 

Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment (KOHA)

Yes for Caries
Experience

Children from schools w ith a

high FRMP had visible decay

rate nearly 3 times higher

than their peers at 

higher income schools.

 

KOHA Snapshot

KOHA Data School Year 21/ 22 

Caries experience is visible

decay and/or fillings present.

Visible decay is w eakened

tooth enamel leaving a

hole in the surface 

of the tooth.

You Can Make A Difference By Promoting KOHA

Children w ho have poor oral health often miss more school and receive

low er grades than children w ho don't.

Children with cavities may also have difficulty eating, talking, and concentrating in

school.

Establishing good oral health habits in childhood helps create a lifetime of healthy

smiles.

Promote the importance of the registration form that w ill be distributed

to caregivers w hen they register their child for school.

Encourage caregivers to visit or find a dental home.

Remind caregivers to take their child for a dental check-up by May 31st.

Source: 20 21-20 22 RC-OHP KOHA DATA

Source: 20 21 Smile, California

Sources: 20 21-22  California Depart ment  of  Educat ion  Free and Reduced Price Meals , 20 21-20 22 RC-OHP KOHA Dat a
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Turn the Curve with KOHA
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Get ready for the upcoming school year!
Session 3, after lunch
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Lunch 12:00 – 1:00 pm

California Oral Health Technical Assistance Center (COHTAC)

▪ Enjoy your lunch!

▪ Please make sure to return to your seat by 1:00 pm

▪ If you did not place a special lunch order, please do not take any of the 

boxes labeled “Special Order”


