
Oral Health Project Directors Meeting:
Sacramento, CA January 18, 2019

Children Now
Oral Health Projects & Resources



Integrated Data

Prenatal-Age 3 
Comprehensive Agenda

Childhood Trauma
Comprehensive Agenda

School-Based Health 
& Social Services
Early Childhood & K12

Family Preservation 
& Reunification

Stability & Permanency

Juvenile Justice

EDUCATION

Home Visiting 

Developmental Screenings

Insurance Coverage
Health4All,
ACA Implementation, 
Medi-Cal Reform, Coveredtil26

Access & Quality
Preventive and Primary Care,
Family Representation, 
Data & Monitoring
Continuity of Care for Foster Youth

Oral Health

Mental Health

Nutrition

Obesity

Early Learning Access & Quality 
Child Care, Preschool and TK

STEM
Leading CA STEM Network

Expanded Learning

Personalized Learning

District and Educator Capacity

Finance Reform

Accountability 

Social Emotional Learning 

Chronic Absence 

School Discipline 

Foster Youth Education Reform

Integrated Systems

CHILD WELFARE

HEALTH

Children Now’s Current Issue Coverage



• National, Regional and State Oral Health Networks

• State Oral Health Advisory Committees and Workgroups

• Local Oral Health Strategic Planning Processes

• Medical-Dental Pilots

• Policy Development, Advocacy and Implementation

Children Now: Oral Health Projects



DATA: County Profiles & Advocacy



State Policy Local Level
SB 379 and AB 1433: Kindergarten Oral 
Health Assessment.  Collect and report 
data to State Office of Oral Health from 
incoming K/1st graders (i.e. caries, 
assessment, etc.)

Do schools and districts have capacity to disseminate 
forms to parents and collect and input data?  
Are there opportunities to screen younger children (e.g. 
TK)?  
For parents who could not complete the form due to 
financial burden, are there resources to connect that 
family to coverage/care?

Medi-Cal allows for primary care providers 
to apply fluoride varnish. Also given grade 
“B” by the USPSTF, meaning the 
suggestion is for medical practices to 
offer/provide this service

Are networks of medical providers/staff educated about 
and trained to apply, bill for, and report fluoride varnish 
applied to children?

Applying state policy at the local level: 
some ideas



State Policy Local Level
Per 2017 DHCS Report, Santa Clara was 
determined to be “barely below standard” when 
it came to Medi-Cal Dental Provider Participation 
of licensed dentist to general population ratio.

Has Delta Dental State Government
Program met with Santa Clara County to 
discuss activities to address provider 
shortage?  

Prop 56 Supplemental Payments passed in the 
2018-19 budget includes several new 
codes/services including removal of orthodontia 
appliances

How are enrollers, navigators, community 
health workers, etc. trained on a continual 
basis to keep up with changes at the state 
level to educate beneficiaries? 

Applying state policy at the local level: 
some more ideas



Med-Dental Pilot Findings: Los Angeles County
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Med-Dental Pilot Findings: How’d We Do?



● Implementing the Medical-Dental Collaboration 
Pilot in Sacramento and Amador Counties as 
part of Every Smile Counts! (ESC!) local dental 
pilot project

Building Upon Our LA Experience



AB 2207 (Wood):

A Medi-Cal managed care health plan shall:
(1) Provide dental screenings for every eligible beneficiary as a part 
of the beneficiary’s initial health assessment.
(2) Ensure that an eligible beneficiary is referred to an appropriate 
Medi-Cal dental provider.
(3) Identify plan liaisons available to dental managed care 
contractors and dental fee-for-service contractors to assist with 
referrals to health plan covered services

AB 1433/SB 379: Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment 

Policy Development, Advocacy and Implementation



Questions?

Katie Andrew

kandrew@childrennow.org
916-379-5256, x 134

Fatima Clark

fclark@childrennow.org
213.973.5008

Eileen Espejo

eespejo@childrennow.org
510-763-2444, x114
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