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Agenda

 What to include in your Needs Assessment

 Demonstration from California Health Interview Survey (CHIS)

 Discuss Wins and Gaps with your colleagues
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Updating the 
Community Oral 
Health Needs 
Assessment 
(Objective 1, Activity 1.2, 
Work Plan 2022-2027)

California Oral Health Technical Assistance Center (COHTAC)



4 https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/essentialhealthservices.html
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Needs Assessment Refresh 



https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health



• Oral Conditions — General

• Adolescents

• Health Care Access and Quality

• Health Policy

• Nutrition and Healthy Eating

• Older Adults

• Preventive Care

• Public Health Infrastructure

https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-
data/browse-objectives/oral-conditions



Preventive Care
• Increase the proportion of low-income youth who have a 

preventive dental visit — OH-09
• Increase the proportion of children and adolescents

who have dental sealants on 1 or more molars — OH-10





Demographics Oral Health 
Disparities

Assets
Available

Philosophy & Process

Guiding Principles
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Types of  data

A. Secondary data (is data other people have collected)
- National data sources
- County data sources

B. Primary data (data your LOHP collects)
- Surveys- questions available  
- Focus groups
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“Latino children in California are significantly more 
likely to have a history of tooth decay and 
untreated tooth decay than White children”

https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/sites/g/files/tkssra861/f/wysiwyg/Bill%20Text%20-%20SB-
682%20Childhood%20chronic%20health%20conditions_%20racial%20disparities_.pdf

SB 682, Rubio. Childhood chronic health conditions: racial disparities (Law, 2022)
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Policy & Schools
Affirmative Antiracist and Prohealth Action

 SB 682, Rubio. Childhood chronic health conditions: racial 
disparities (Law, 2022)
- Establishes targets to reduce racial disparities in health outcomes by 

at least 50% by December 31, 2030
- Chronic health conditions impact up to one-third of California children 

and are those that last more than 12 months and are severe enough 
to create some limitations in usual activity.
 Indicator: Decrease in the number of missed school days due to dental 

problems for youth of color

https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/sites/g/files/tkssra861/f/wysiwyg/Bill%20Text%20-%20SB-
682%20Childhood%20chronic%20health%20conditions_%20racial%20disparities_.pdf
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Goal: 50% reduction in oral health disparities by 2030

2018-2019 Baseline Results from California 3rd Grade Smile Survey

Current disparity=32%
By 2030, goal=16% disparity
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Andrew Juhnke, MPH
California Health Interview Survey (CHIS)



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu

California Health Interview Survey (CHIS) As An Oral 
Health Data Source for Community Needs Assessments

Andrew Juhnke, CHIS Compliance Officer & Data Product Manager
UCLA Center for Health Policy Research

California Oral Health Technical Assistance Center Convening | March 5, 2024
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AGENDA

Overview of CHIS

Using CHIS Data 
Products for 

Community Needs 
Assessments

CHIS Oral Health 
Data

AskCHIS & AskCHIS
NE Demo
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1. Overview of CHIS

2. Using CHIS Data Products for Community Needs 

Assessments

3. CHIS Oral Health Data

4. AskCHIS & AskCHIS NE Demo



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu27

What is CHIS?
 Nation’s largest state health 

survey
 Most comprehensive source 

of health information on 
Californians
 Covers topics about health 

and healthcare of 
Californians
 Adult, teen, and child 

surveys
 Representative data on 

diverse groups
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CHIS Design
 CHIS interviews an adult (ages 18+) in the household, adolescent 

(ages 12–17) if present, and child (ages 0–11) if present

 CHIS is conducted in English, Spanish, Chinese (both Cantonese and 
Mandarin dialects), Korean, Vietnamese, and Tagalog

 Data Collection Method: Address-Based Sampling with Web and 
Telephone Response
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Screener 
Intervie

w

Child 
Intervie
w (by 

Parent) 

Adult 
Intervie

w 

Adolesc
ent 

Intervie
w (with 

permissi
on)
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56 total geographically defined strata
Can produce direct estimates
3 grouped county strata containing the 17 

smallest counties (by population)
Remaining 39 counties each form their 

own individual strata
2 counties with sub-county strata
Los Angeles: 8 Service Planning Areas
San Diego: 6 Health Regions

 Lower levels of geography (city, zip, 
tract) require 2 years of data to produce 
modeled estimates29

Geographic Sample Design
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Methods to Reflect California’s Diversity
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Targeted 
sampling 
methods

Multi-mode 
data 

collection
Language 
support

Custom 
oversamples

Follow-on 
studies

“The state’s population is a diverse tapestry, and for two decades, CHIS has studied its 
individual threads — namely, data on the varied and specific health needs of different 
groups, particularly those who are underserved.” — CHIS Making an Impact 2021



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu

2022 Data Collection Results

31

CHIS 2022 includes interviews conducted between February and November 2022
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1. Overview of CHIS

2. Using CHIS Data Products for Community Needs 

Assessments

3. CHIS Oral Health Data

4. AskCHIS & AskCHIS NE Demo
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CHIS Dissemination & Data Products
 Public Data Products
 AskCHIS
 AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition (NE)
 Public Use Files (PUFs)
 Health Profiles

 Confidential Data Products
 Data Estimate Requests (DERs)
 Local Health Department (LHD) 

Files
 Data Access Center (DAC) Projects
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Data Across Geographies

State

Counties (Sampling Strata)

Assembly Senate Congress

Cities ZIP Codes

AskCHIS AskCHIS
Neighborhood
Edition
(updated every 
two years)

Census Tracts
34

LHD Files

PUFs
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Notes On CHIS Data

• CHIS 2022 was released in October
• CHIS 2023 will be released around October 2024
• The questions asked in the CHIS can change from year to year, so 

each year of data may not always be the exact same in terms of 
variable availability

• Not all CHIS questions are asked of every respondent; some 
questions have modified universes based on answers to previous 
questions
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Notes On CHIS Data (cont’d)

• Resources to help determine variable availability and details about 
variables:
• Master Variable List: https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/data-access-center/dac-

application-process
• Source Data Dictionaries: https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-

interview-survey-chis/access-chis-data/resources#dictionary
• Questionnaires: https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-

survey-chis/chis-design-and-methods/survey-topics-and-questionnaires

• Not all variables are included in every data product

https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/data-access-center/dac-application-process
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/data-access-center/dac-application-process
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-survey-chis/access-chis-data/resources#dictionary
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-survey-chis/access-chis-data/resources#dictionary
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-survey-chis/chis-design-and-methods/survey-topics-and-questionnaires
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-survey-chis/chis-design-and-methods/survey-topics-and-questionnaires
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1. Overview of CHIS

2. Using CHIS Data Products for Community Needs 

Assessments

3. CHIS Oral Health Data

4. AskCHIS & AskCHIS NE Demo



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu38

CHIS 2022 Oral Health Questions

 Adult:
 How long since last visit to a dentist
 Last visit was for routine checkup or specific problem
 Have any insurance that pays for all or part of dental care
 Condition of teeth
 Received telehealth care for dental health problem in past year

 Teen:
 How long since last visit to dentist
Missed school (and how many days) because of dental problem in past year
 Condition of teeth
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CHIS 2022 Oral Health Questions

 Child:
 Has any teeth
 How long since last visit to dentist
 Number of times (and where) received dental service in past year
Where received information about oral health/preventive treatments
Main reason have never visited a dentist
 Particular place usually go for dental care
 Needed dental care but could not afford it in past year
 Have any insurance that pays for all or part of dental care
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CHIS 2022 Oral Health Questions

 Child (cont’d):
 Pay for any/all cost of dental insurance plan
 Anyone else (and who) pays for any/all cost of dental insurance plan
 Time when had no dental insurance at all in past year
Main reason did not have dental insurance in past year
 Use any free community/public dental programs for care
 Needed dental care but didn’t get it in past year
Main reason didn’t get needed dental care in past year
 Visited ER / urgent care because of dental problem in past year
Missed school (and how many days) because of dental problem in past year
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1. Overview of CHIS

2. Using CHIS Data Products for Community Needs 

Assessments

3. CHIS Oral Health Data

4. AskCHIS & AskCHIS NE Demo
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AskCHIS Oral Health Data

Most recent year: 2022 
(2023 will be released 
around October 2024)
 18 indicators with 2022 

data in the Oral Health 
topic area
 Indicators for adult, 

teen, and child data
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AskCHIS Query Options

 By state, region, county, LA SPAs, SD Health Regions
 Compare Topics
 Limit Population
 Pool or Compare years
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AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition Oral Health Data

Most recent: 2019-2020 
(2021-2022 will be 
released summer 2024)
 5 indicators with 2019-

2020 data in the Oral 
Health topic area
 Indicators for adult, 

teen, and child data
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AskCHIS On-Demand Learning Center
Fast, free tutorials on how to use AskCHIS and 

AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition©

https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/training

Brief: Digestible, 10-minute 
segments!
Simple: Designed for those 
who have no experience or 
those who want to brush up 
on their skills.
Available 24/7: You can get 
the help you need when and 
how you need it!

The tutorials cover:
 How to do a basic query
 Displaying data visually
 How to export your data 

in a variety of formats
 Confidence intervals, 

pooling, statistical 
stability, and much more!

45
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Thank You!

Questions?

Contact: dacchpr@ucla.edu
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-survey-chis/access-chis-data

https://ask.chis.ucla.edu/
https://askchisne.ucla.edu/
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CHIS Questions? 
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Reflection & Planning
On your own, take 5 minutes for action planning

Reflect Which CHIS data variables 
standout to you? 

Actionable Ideas What features covered today 
can help with your LOHP?
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Table Activities
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Around your table:
1. Person who traveled the farthest to attend today will share first
2. Person on the right will be the group’s notetaker, move around the table 

clockwise
3. Each person will share: name, LOHP, what Wins you had with your LOHP 

and what Challenges you have for your upcoming Needs Assessment
4. Notetaker will add strategies to Mentimeter
5. Then as a group: choose a spokesperson to share strategies with the 

larger group

Spend the next 10 minutes in discussion, then we will report out to the group
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California Oral Health Technical Assistance Center (COHTAC)51
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What challenges do you have with your upcoming 
Needs Assessment? 

Spend the next 10 minutes in discussion, then we will report out to the group
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Needs Assessment Action Plan





https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Pages/OralHealthProgram/OralHealthProgram.aspx

Resources and Examples
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Thank you!
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