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What is CHIS?
 Nation’s largest state health survey
 Most comprehensive source of health 

information on Californians
 Covers topics about health and 

healthcare of Californians
 Adult, teen, and child surveys
 Representative data on diverse 

groups (conducted in 6 languages 
other than English)
 Address-based sampling with web 

and telephone response
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56 total geographically defined strata
Can produce direct estimates
3 grouped county strata containing the 

17 smallest counties (by population)
Remaining 39 counties each form their 

own individual strata
2 counties with sub-county strata
 Los Angeles: 8 Service Planning Areas
 San Diego: 6 Health Regions

Lower levels of geography (city, zip, 
tract) require 2 years of data to 
produce modeled estimates
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Geographic Sample Design
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2022 Data Collection Results
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CHIS 2022 includes interviews conducted between February and November 2022
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CHIS Dissemination & Data Products
 Public Data Products
 AskCHIS
 AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition (NE)
 Public Use Files (PUFs)
 Health Profiles

 Confidential Data Products
 Data Estimate Requests (DERs)
 Local Health Department (LHD) Files
 Data Access Center (DAC) Projects

Note: To access CHIS data products, register for FREE accounts at https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/user/login and https://ask.chis.ucla.edu

https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/user/login
https://ask.chis.ucla.edu/
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Data Across Geographies

State

Counties (Sampling Strata)

Assembly Senate Congress

Cities ZIP Codes

AskCHIS AskCHIS
Neighborhood
Edition
(updated every 
two years)

Census Tracts
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LHD Files

PUFs
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Notes On CHIS Data

• CHIS 2022 was released in October
• CHIS 2023 will be released around October 2024
• The survey questions asked can change from year to year, so 

variable availability may differ by year
• Not all CHIS questions are asked of every respondent; some 

questions are based on answers to previous questions
• Not all variables are included in every data product
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Notes On CHIS Data (cont’d)

• Resources for additional details about CHIS variables:
• Master Variable List: https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/data-access-center/dac-

application-process
• Source Data Dictionaries: https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-

interview-survey-chis/access-chis-data/resources#dictionary
• Questionnaires: https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-

survey-chis/chis-design-and-methods/survey-topics-and-questionnaires
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For Community Needs Assessments

• CHIS data can be very useful since new data is released annually, 
and multiple years can be combined as needed!

• Can explore demographics of a geographic area before diving into 
data on oral health

• Able to be examined in connection with other data sources by 
geography

• Collaboration with CHIS is possible: for special data requests, to add 
new questions, to oversample certain populations

• Collaboration between LOHPs is also key!
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CHIS 2022 Oral Health Questions

 Adult:
 How long since last visit to a dentist
 Last visit was for routine checkup or specific problem
 Have any insurance that pays for all or part of dental care
 Condition of teeth
 Received telehealth care for dental health problem in past year

 Teen:
 How long since last visit to dentist
Missed school (and how many days) because of dental problem in past year
 Condition of teeth
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CHIS 2022 Oral Health Questions

 Child:
 Has any teeth
 How long since last visit to dentist
 Number of times (and where) received dental service in past year
Where received information about oral health/preventive treatments
Main reason have never visited a dentist
 Particular place usually go for dental care
 Needed dental care but could not afford it in past year
 Have any insurance that pays for all or part of dental care
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CHIS 2022 Oral Health Questions

 Child (cont’d):
 Pay for any/all cost of dental insurance plan
 Anyone else (and who) pays for any/all cost of dental insurance plan
 Time when had no dental insurance at all in past year
Main reason did not have dental insurance in past year
 Use any free community/public dental programs for care
 Needed dental care but didn’t get it in past year
Main reason didn’t get needed dental care in past year
 Visited ER / urgent care because of dental problem in past year
Missed school (and how many days) because of dental problem in past year
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AskCHIS Oral Health Data

 Most recent year: 2022
 2023 will be released 

around October 2024
 18 indicators with 2022 

data in the Oral Health 
topic area
 Indicators for adult, teen, 

and child data
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AskCHIS Query Options

 By state, region, county, LA SPAs, SD Health Regions
 Compare Topics
 Limit Population
 Pool or Compare years (Trend graphs when comparing years)
 Bar and Pie Chart graphics that can be exported
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AskCHIS Case Example – Compare Years
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AskCHIS Case Example – Pool Years (& Collapse Categories)
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AskCHIS Case Example – Pool Years (but examine over time)
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AskCHIS Case Example – Cross-Tab (& By Region)
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AskCHIS Case Example – Limit Population by Demographic
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AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition (NE) Oral Health Data

 Most recent year: 
2019-2020
 2021-2022 will be 

released summer 
2024

 5 indicators in the 
Oral Health topic 
area
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AskCHIS NE Case Example – Sub-Strata Geographies



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu27

AskCHIS NE Case Example – Sub-County Geographies
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AskCHIS NE Case Example – Sub-County Geographies
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AskCHIS NE Case Example – Searching for Census Tracts
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AskCHIS NE Case Example – Pooling Geographies
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AskCHIS On-Demand Learning Center
Fast, free tutorials on how to use AskCHIS and 

AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition©

https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/training

Brief: Digestible, 10-minute 
segments!
Simple: Designed for those 
who have no experience or 
those who want to brush up 
on their skills.
Available 24/7: You can get 
the help you need when and 
how you need it!

The tutorials cover:
 How to do a basic query
 Displaying data visually
 How to export your data in 

a variety of formats
 Confidence intervals, 

pooling, statistical 
stability, and much more!

31
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Thank You!

Questions?

Contact: dacchpr@ucla.edu
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/california-health-interview-survey-chis/access-chis-data

https://ask.chis.ucla.edu/
https://askchisne.ucla.edu/
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