
7. Building Awareness about 
Community-based Dental Disease 
Prevention and Early Intervention

Treatment Programs
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California Oral Health Workplan
Goals, Objectives and Strategies

• Strategy 1.2 g - Provide training 
and guidance to support 
development of evidence-based, 
community-based dental disease 
prevention and treatment 
programs.



California Oral Health Workplan
Goals, Objectives and Strategies

• Strategy 2.2 h

– Engage and offer best practice approaches to support 
Community Health Centers (CHCs), LHDs, and nonprofit 
organizations for providing dental prevention services in 
community sites.

• Strategy 2.4 i

– Engage and train home visiting program staff including 
Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Home 
Visiting Programs to assess oral health, to counsel women 
and new mothers on good oral health practices for 
themselves and their infants and to make successful dental 
referrals.



California Oral Health Workplan
Goals, Objectives and Strategies

• Strategy 2.9 a

– Provide guidance regarding programs such as the VDH 
model of care or other portable dental care systems in sites 
where vulnerable populations such as frail adults or persons 
with special health care needs live.

• Strategy 3.4

– Encourage CHWs and Home Visitors to promote oral health 
and address barriers to care.

• Strategy 3.6

– Increase the number of FQHCs that provide dental services 
in community sites.



Community Engaged Oral Health Systems
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Community-based Care
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Virtual Dental Home Sites



• Reach people, emphasize prevention, and 
lower costs

• Majority of people kept and verified healthy 
on-site

–About 2/3 of children had all needed 
services completed by dental hygienist

–Now estimate 80-85%
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California Oral Health Workplan
Goals, Objectives and Strategies

• Strategy 1.2 g - Provide training 
and guidance to support 
development of evidence-based, 
community-based dental disease 
prevention and treatment 
programs.
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