
KOHA 
IN SAN DIEGO 

Nancy Starr, R.D.H., M.P.H. 

Christy Lopez, M.P.H., C.P.H. 

January 20, 2022 



SAN DIEGO COUNTY SNAPSHOT 

POPULATION 3,316,0731 

 5th largest county in the US 

 Busiest land border in the world (San 
Ysidro) 

 42 school districts – 484 schools with 
Kindergarteners2 

 240,102 (49%) of K-12 students 
eligible for Free & Reduced Price 
Meals2 

 80,000 children ages 3-11 estimated 
to have never been to the dentist3 

Sources: 1U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; 
2California Department of Education, 2020-2021; 
32019-2020 California Health Interview Survey 



WHERE WE STARTED 

KOHA 
Data 

Timeline established. 
School-level KOHA data submitted to 
districts. 
Districts submitted KOHA data to San Diego 
Office of Education (SDCOE). 
MOA in place with SDCOE and County of 
San Diego. 

Supports 
for 

Schools 
Annual trainings for 
new school nurses. 

Resources 
Website 
oRequest KOHA forms. 
oAnswer questions. 

Prior to Prop 56 funding: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Capacity
Dental society
Dental hygiene society
Very few schools reporting to SCOHR



WHAT WE CHANGED 

Prop 56 
Funding 

Increase 
Staff 

Train 
school 
nurses 

Partner 
with 

SDCOE 

Improve 
reporting 
process 

Recruit 
KOHA 

District 
Liaisons 



INTERVIEWS 

LOHP evaluation contractor conducted key informant interviews with 7 school 
nurses involved in KOHA from Nov-Dec 2020. 

Identified resources that 
helped KOHA return rates 

• Step-by-step instructions 
• Dental exam as mandatory 

enrollment requirement 
• Dental roadmaps of local 

clinics and resources 
• School office staff 

Identified barriers 

• Difficulty collecting forms 
from inner city, immigrant, 
military, low-income, and 
non-English speaking 
families 

• Lack time and resources to 
follow up with students 
reporting urgent oral health 
needs 

• Low LVN utilization and 
knowledge of KOHA tools 



KOHA DISTRICT LIAISONS 

Schools 
KOHA 
District 

Liaisons 

County of 
San Diego 

and 
SDCOE 

• Share resources and information. 

• Understand the KOHA process. 

• Support school nurses to promote 
KOHA and collect forms. 

• Help ensure accurate data is 
reported. 

• Connect with County staff. 



KOHA DISTRICT LIAISONS 

Fall 
• State and local oral health updates 
• Promote KOHA forms as part of school 

registration 

Winter 
• Support schools and share resources 
• Promote onsite screenings, oral health 

education and prevention, and referrals 

Spring 
• Data collection tools 
• Technical assistance and trainings 

available 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-recruited
-determined roles
-meeting schedule



DATA SUBMISSION 

Schools submit 
aggregated data to 

school district 
• School Summary Form 

Districts submit 
compiled school data 

to SDCOE 
• District Summary Tool 

with data verification 

SDCOE submits 
compiled data to 

COSD 

COSD analyzes data and 
submits to SCOHR 



DATA SUBMISSION – 
SCHOOL SUMMARY FORM 

 For schools to report 

aggregated data 

 Color coded to match District 

Summary Tool 



DATA SUBMISSION – 
DISTRICT SUMMARY TOOL (2020) 



DATA SUBMISSION – 
DISTRICT SUMMARY TOOL (2021) 

 Added tabs for Definitions 

and Summary Table 

 Added columns to 

automatically check 

entered data for 

discrepancies 

 Only added data entry 

field was for notes 



RESULTS BASED 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

 Added metrics for KOHA 

outcomes, reporting, data 

quality, KOHA District Liaisons 

 Placeholders for metrics on 

third grade screenings and 

health equity 

 Develop “Story Behind the 

Curve” 



WOES AND WINS 

Improved communication 

KOHA District Liaisons 

Data verification 

Increased staff 

Better understanding of KOHA 
reporting challenges 

Changes and updates to forms 

Schools using different forms 

No training or support for school staff 

Reports not particularly meaningful 

Oral health not a current priority 

Process inconsistent with SCOHR



FUTURE VISION 

• Continue to use KOHA District Liaisons 
• Support school efforts with parents 

Collaboration 

• Continue to improve tools and resources for 
KOHA reporting 

• Share useful data with partners and school 
administrators 

• Use RBA to continue to guide the process 

Data 

• Provide on site screenings with passive consent 
• Provide referrals 

Oral Health Assessments 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

On May 17, 2016, the County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency Division 
of Public Health Services received accreditation from the Public Health Accreditation Board. 

Oral Health Programs 
Family Health and Preventive Services Unit 

Public Health Services – Maternal, Child, and Family Health Services Branch 
County of San Diego 

619-692-8858 

Nancy Starr, RDH, MPH 
Health Planning and Program Specialist 
Cell: 619-780-1281 
Nancy.Starr@sdcounty.ca.gov 

www.mcfhs.org 

Christy Lopez, MPH, CPH 
Epidemiologist 
Cell: 619-417-3309 
Christy.Lopez@sdcounty.ca.gov 

mailto:Nancy.starr@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.mcfhs.org/
mailto:Christy.Lopez@sdcounty.ca.gov
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